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Recommendation:
That the Queensland government fund 50% of the cost for:
 Completion of climate change adaptation works for Boigu and
Poruma
 Completion of certified engineering plans for Iama, Masig and
Warraber
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Background
The Torres Strait is experiencing dramatic changes to our weather patterns and
environment unlike anywhere else in Australia. The recent El Nino weather pattern saw
extensive coral bleaching and rises in ocean temperatures, which are having immediate
and devastating effects. Families are watching their communities being washed away.

During king tides, which occur around 15 times a year, the wastewater system has to be
shut down at Saibai (treatment plant microorganisms will not survive in salt water), and
emptied, untreated, into the sea.

These tidal impacts are not only a public health issue. Exposure of the wastewater system
to salt water this frequently leads to accelerated corrosion and deterioration of critical to
life infrastructure. Components of Council’s wastewater systems with a standard expected
useful life of 50 years need replacing after only 10 years of service given Council’s
environment and conditions.

Climate Adaptation: Seawalls Progress and Update

The seawall project at Saibai is now over 90% complete and practical completion is
expected by early April, pending weather events.

To complete the climate adaptation works for Boigu will cost over $7 million and for
Poruma $8.9 million.

If full funding were provided now for the Boigu works it will save $500,000, which is the
cost of mobilisation and demobilisation if the works occur in a two stage process.

Completion of the design phase (certified engineering plans) for Iama, Masig and
Warraber will cost over $600,000 – around $200,000 per community including survey and
geotechnical assessments.
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