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Digital

Expansion
Project
TSIRC secured $2.1M (Building our Regions) from the Department
of Science, Information Technology and Innovation in support of
our submission for Federal Government funding under the Building
Better Regions Fund (BBRF).
It was a great opportunity to
announce this at the March
Cairns Community Cabinet
with Queensland Ministers and
Indigenous Mayors across the
region.
The project will greatly increase
the capacity of the network linking
the mainland through the central
and northern islands.
Minister Enoch said, “Providing
high quality connectivity across
the Torres Strait region will bring
significant community, service
delivery, safety and economic
development benefits,” and “If
successful in securing full funding
the Torres Strait Island Regional
Council’s digital expansion
project would bridge the digital
divide impacting on residents,
businesses and governments
across the Torres Strait region.”

This project aims to upgrade
backhaul capacity and will support
the upgrade of existing 3G mobile
base stations at Moa, Iama, Masig
and Mer to 4G capability and
the establishment of new 3G/4G
base stations at Mabuiag, Ugar,
Boigu, Dauan, Warraber and
Poruma as well as supporting
provision of high-speed fibre
services to Government agencies
at all communities. Simply put
addressing mobile and internet
connectivity and coverage.
The opportunity to have full
connectivity, like mainland
Australia, will rapidly change
our education and economic
development opportunities. This is
how we can begin to create jobs in
the digital economy.

Empowering our people in our decision, in our culture, for our future.

From the office of the

Mayor
I would like to acknowledge our Traditional Owners,
Leaders past and present, and thank god for the many
blessings he has bestowed upon us.

Top 15 Capital Works Project funds

I am dedicated and focussed on lobbying State and
Federal government to highlight the massive investment
needed to get our infrastructure at even the most basic
level. This is critical to our health and future prosperity.

• Badu Island Stadium & Sportsground
Upgrades- $825,000
• Mer amenities block- $250,000
• Warraber Cultural & Recreational
(Stadium Works) - $700,000

This new year marks significant change for Council’s
direction. Not only do we have leadership changes
taking place at the operational level – Council continues
to implement strategic planning and meaningful actions
to ensure our region continues to move forward – and is
not left behind.

Just to name a few works funded are;

Full details of the projects can be found at http://www.
tsirc.qld.gov.au/your-council/media-releases
This new funding will enable Council to address 17
identified Infrastructure Projects that urgently require
repair and upgrade.

Infrastructure Sustainability

I have continued advocating with State and Federal
Ministers to improve funding and policy settings for
regional infrastructure. Renewal and replacement of
existing infrastructure is critical to our wellbeing and
development of the region.
As a result of this lobbying we are now beginning to see
real outcomes, but there is still a long way to go. It is
vital that funding aligns with Council’s priorities and local
knowledge, to provide ‘Fit for Purpose, Value for Money
and Sustainable’.
Our most notable and recent Infrastructure successes
include:

TSIRC have received $2.85M for
capital works through the Queensland
Government ‘Works for Queensland’
program. This will support much
needed infrastructure works across
the Torres Strait.
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MIP6

TSIRC secured $17M for water sustainability projects to
be delivered over the next 4 years. MIP is the primary
funding source in the Torres Strait for water supply,
waste management and development. I have strongly
advocated for MIP6 to be ‘Fit for Purpose, Value for
Money and Sustainable’.

DILGP Infrastructure Sustainability Projects
Council have secured $0.5M from Department of
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning
(DILGP) for projects that build capacity and stimulate
sustainability. Successful projects will be announced
shortly.

Council also received an additional $142,00 for Pump
Station upgrades for Poruma and Warraber.

Have your Say

Council continue to encourage all of our community
members to have their say so they can influence
decision-making for our region. TSIRC’s Community and
Stakeholder Survey is being rolled out until March 31st,
2017.
In closing…
I look forward to coming out and visiting your
communities throughout the year. I’d like to personally
THANK our communities for their hospitality in making us
feel at home, when we are visiting.
We welcome everyone to attend our Ordinary Meetings
and invite community members to make time to meet
with us so we can best serve our region.
God Bless

Message from the

CEO

First and foremost, I would like to thank the
Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillors, my Executive
Management Team, staff and our constituents for
giving me the opportunity and honour to serve our
communities as your acting Chief Executive Officer
since departure of our former CEO in September last
year.
Our Mayor, Deputy Mayor and other recruitment
panel members have been working tirelessly over
the many months to select you a new CEO that is
best-equipped to take on the very unique challenges
and opportunities our region has to offer.
Your Executive Management Team here at TSIRC,
myself included, is buzzing with excitement about
the road ahead and will seek to ensure momentum
is maintained on our strategic objectives during this
transitional period.   
Please make sure that you complete our Community
Survey running until 31 March 2017 through our
website, Facebook page, or at your local Council
office.
This will give your leaders great insight on the
future direction and focus of our region.
God bless.

Mayor Gela
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LEADERS
SHOUT OUT!
In this issue of Strait Talk we introduce Councillor Clara
Tamu for Warraber Island.
Councillor Clara Tamu is a strong advocate for
empowering people for a healthier community and hopes
to see young people go through to university. She wants
to see better planning with land and housing for her
community.
Councillor Tamu hopes “to see more local people
supported in establishing their own businesses to create
local employment.”
Councillor Tamu has had a diverse career across health,
including her current role as Health Centre Manager for
Warraber. She has also held previous leadership roles
with the Thursday Island Hospital Board, Councillor
under the Community Services Act and as an Army
Reserve medic.

Before obtaining her Diploma in Primary Health Science,
Cr Tamu obtained Certificates in:
•
•
•
•

Micro business
Community and social housing
Primary health care
Governance

Cr. Tamu is an active volunteer including her role as
President of the Warraber P&C and involvement with
local sporting organisations. She draws strength from
always wanting to make things better, and her passion
for helping people. Family keep Cr Tamu strong.
“My goals for the region is to build on tourism, fishing,
microbusiness, education and to see more youth
in leadership roles”. Cr Tamu is passionate about
Economic Development for her people.

HLO Training at JCU
Our Healthy Lifestyle Officers
undertook a 5 day Health Promotion
Course at James Cook University in
Cairns. The training was designed
to improve skills and knowledge
to deliver better programs that
support their communities health and
wellbeing.
Health promotion is the process
of enabling people to improve
and increase control over their
health. It moves beyond a focus on
individual behavior towards a wide
range of social and environmental
interventions.
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CONGRATULATIONS
to Josephe Sabatino!
Hammond Island resident Josephe has successfully
completed a Bachelor Degree in Urban Development
(Construction Management) with the Queensland
University of Technology
Our Training Officer Teena Akiba gives a “huge
congratulations from the HR Team. This has been a long
arduous journey for Josephe, conquering and balancing
home life (family), work and studies.”
Josephe was appointed as a Cadet Student and
employee in our Engineering Services and Building
teams.
Teena goes on to say “All the best in Jopsephe’s future
endeavours and his aspiration to one day bring those
skills back home. This is what creates passionate
leaders for the future of our region.”
Josephe also thanked TSIRC’s support through his
journey and wrote “I’d personally like say a big thank you
to TSIRC Councillors and Administration staff for your
support, although the journey hasn’t been smooth we
achieved what we set to do.”

“I’m currently employed by the Housing and Public
Works Department in Brisbane on a 2-year Graduate
Training contract and look forward to eventually returning
home, applying the skills and qualifications I’ve gained
throughout my studies.”

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
We are always looking for good news
stories from you. If you’ve got a story
or event that you want to share with
STRAIT TALK please get in touch
with us.
Community success stories are what we love,
but if you’d like to promote the good work
of a community member or an event you
can message us at our Torres Strait Island
Regional Council Facebook page or email us
at Engagement@tsirc.qld.gov.au

Strait Talk Edition 1. 2017
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al Womens Day

Strait Talk Edition 1. 2017

7

Building Apprentices

Our Building Services Unit (BSU) apprentices are
now moving into the second year of their trade. Since
September 2016, BSU have welcomed two new
apprentice carpenters, Timothy Kris and Jack Sailor.
During this time the apprentices have been involved in
the completion of many projects.
These included:
•
•
•
•
•

Five new houses on Hammond
Solar upgrades on Mer
Water tank upgrades on Badu
Three housing extensions on Darnley
Eight new houses on Boigu

In addition to these projects there is the water tank
upgrade at Poruma (Coconut) two houses on Arkai
(Kubin) and 11 at Wug (St Pauls) that will be completed
in the next month with an additional 9 to follow.
Subdivision on Hammond is now complete and can
accommodate up to 12 new houses. Construction on the
first ten will commence in March.
A big congratulations to Douglas Gaidan! Douglas
is a qualified plumber and recently obtained his Gas
Licence with the support of the BSU team. This will
serve as a great addition not only to BSU but also to
our communities. We look forward to supporting all our
apprentices in their future endeavours.

Deadly Colour Run
The Deadly Colour 5k Fun Run was
an awesome end to 2016 on Mer
(Murray Island) in the Torres Strait.
Over 125 people took part in the
end of year Fun Run, organised
by Torres Strait Island Regional
Council Division Mer team and
Councillor Bob Kaigey.
The event was run in partnership
with the Indigenous Marathon
Foundation (IMP) and our local
supermarket, IBIS.
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Registration opened at 2pm and the
community did the chicken dance as
a warm up to the run. The first wave
of walkers, mums with prams and
elders departed around 3.00pm. 10
minutes later the other participants
began their run.

• 1st prize Ray Noah, Elders prize
Male - Mr Meddy Kaigey (male)
and Mrs Beverly Mabo (female)
• U/15 Charmaine Kaigey (female)
and Taiku Passi (male)
• Special prize for last place Mr
Nixon Mye

Each participant received an IMP
Finishers Medallion.

Councillor for Mer and the TSIRC
team would like to thank IMP and
IBIS for their support in the Deadly
Colour 5k Fun Run.

IBIS vouchers were awarded to the
following winners:

Torres Strait Island Regional Council

Engineering Update
TSIRC Engineering completed the
following works in 2016:
• TSIRC’s civil crew installed
new Illuminated Wind Direction
Indicators to improve airport
safety for Badu and Mer’s
community residents
• TSIRC civil crew constructed a
new concrete pavement from the
barge ramp to the Desalination
plant on Marou Road. This
ensures safer access for cars and
community members.
• TSIRC civil crew also upgraded
Francis Road to make it safer
for the community of Hammond
Island
• Our Engineering team also
upgraded Masig’s barge ramp
to meet the safety needs and
community expectations.
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Badu Arts Centre
from then to now.

As well as representing the community of Badu for
TSIRC, Councillor Nona also manages the Badu Art
Centre. The idea of an arts centre arose when he was
making art at his home on Badu, after moving back
from Brisbane. His brother Alick Tipoti joined him on
his veranda and later others joined them in carving lino
prints.
TSIRC gave the artists a room to work from and “it was
like gold, such a good thing”. Cr Nona continued to
develop new skills and was carving sea creatures such
as dugongs, turtles, sharks from found sea wood.
Later, TSRA funded the establishment of the Badu Art
Centre. Then funding for a Managers role and use of the
whole building followed, and the Badu Arts Centre we
see today was born.
A new learning curve at the Arts Centre is the bronze
foundry where artists are casting bronze sculptures.
The Badu Arts Centre has now been in operation for
7 years. Artists are producing carvings, printed cloth,
sculptures, t-shirts, hats, art prints and etchings.

Check out the great stable of artists at www.baduartcentre.com.au

TSIRC Stakeholder Survey!
We would like to thank everyone that participated in
our TSIRC Stakeholder Survey over the past
few months.
The survey allows us to hear from you and for you to
have a voice how we do things. The valuable survey
data will be used to inform us on how we can improve
our services in your community, and across the
region.
We hope that we can call up you for future surveys as
we continue to improve our services and ensure that
we are providing what you need.

10

Torres Strait Island Regional Council

Staff Profile
In each issue Strait Talk we highlight the successful
careers of people working in our teams. This month we
look at Polly’s journey up the ranks a committed team
member.
Polly commenced employment with TSIRC in 2015 as the
Housing Officer for Iama. “On commencement I knew
very little about social housing or what TSIRC was all
about.” Polly takes on challenges and it was not long
before she progressed to the Senior Housing Officer
position where she oversees the social housing program
for Iama, Warraber, Saibai, Boigu & Dauan.  
“My previous work experience was working at the Yam
Island Campus as a teacher aid for 10 years. I believe
we the young people of the Torres Strait are able to
achieve great things if we step up to take opportunities
that come our way and strive for excellence in whatever
we do.”
Polly’s favourite saying keeps her going - “I didn’t get
my strength from lifting weight. Every time life throws a
challenge and it knocks me down, I simply get up and
try again”.

Polly Kepa
Housing Officer

“I am greatly encouraged by my
spouse to take on opportunities when
they come around and I am thankful
for my mum, brothers and sisters who
have supported and helped me care
for my 3 young children so that I can
work full time.”

Local Fare SchemeCommunity Voice
TSIRC and our Mayor have been
working hard to secure the Local
Fare Scheme beyond the 30 June
2017 expiry. The Local Fare Scheme
makes flights much more affordable
for our communities.
The advocacy work includes
lobbying Acting Minister for
Transport, Jackie Trad and social
media activity and publishingMedia
Releases to promote the cause.
Part of this advocacy work included
interviewing community members
on what the Scheme means to
them. One of our interviewees Anna
Solomon from Badu said “I think
Strait Talk Edition 1. 2017

the local fare scheme is good and
fair on families. Our island families
are big families. We are now able
to visit throughout the Torres Strait
and mainland, as travel costs are
more affordable. I am able to get a
fair deal when I have to travel for any
family emergencies.”
“Before the local fare scheme I was
unable to take my whole family on
a holiday. My partner had to stay
home with my son while my daughter
travelled with me which became
an inconvenience because it split
my family. Now since the local fare
scheme has come in I can plan a
proper family holiday for all of us.”

Look out for what Michael Passi,
Alenka Morseu and Alex Blanco had
to say about how the Local Fare
Scheme impacts their lives through
our Facebook page.
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Kai Kai Corner
Ali Hankin of Mabuiag Island shares his recipe of ‘Sabil Kuun’.
Sabil Kuun is great to eat with roast fish or by itself. This dish can
be served as a main.

Sabil Kuun

Ingredients
• 1 x Kent pumpkin
• 5 x cups plain Flour
• 7 dry coconuts (for the milk)
• 3 x cups water (or until soft dough
consistency)
• 1 x teaspoon salt
Utensils
• Big saucepan
• Rolling pin
• Wooden spoon
• Strainer
• Good size dish (for thegrated
coconut)

Method
• Husk and scrape 7 coconuts into
a dish
• Squeeze the milk from the
scraped coconut through the
strainer into a saucepan and put
on stove
• Turn stove on high until milk boils
then simmer
• Mix the flour and water to make
dough then leave aside
• Peel and dice pumpkin and put in
saucepan with the coconut milk
until it boils

• Separate your dough into 7 or 8
balls then flatten each of them with
a rolling pin
• Break pieces of each flattened
dough into the saucepan with the
pumpkin and coconut milk
• Stir together until pumpkin is soft
• Add teaspoon of salt and stir.
• Your Sabil Kuun is ready to serve 5
people.

STRAIT talk is produced by the Torres Strait
Island Regional Council and is also available as
an online newsletter that can be delivered to your
inbox! Go to our website to subscribe and recieve
announcements and Council updates!
Cairns based Indigenous design and digital media creative agency‘Ingeous
Studio’s’ have designed a new look Strait Talk working with artwork from the
Torres Strait.
Talented Badu Islander artist Matilda Nona Malujewell’s Coconut Broom
print and Cr David Bosun’s beautiful artwork are included in this new design.
To see more of their work contact Badu Art Centre through http://www.
baduartcentre.com.au and Moa Arts http://moaart.com.au
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