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Recommendation:
That the Queensland Government:
 Commit to ongoing funding of minimum 5 year funding cycles for
the TSIRC Public Health Program.
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Background
Over the past eight years, the Torres Strait Island Regional Council (TSIRC) has
successfully delivered a Public Health Program across its 15 communities in the Torres
Strait. This program has been supported financially through annual service agreements
with the State of Queensland via Queensland Health.

The TSIRC Public Health Program presently employs 19 Torres Strait Islanders across
each of its 15 communities and has maintained and built the capacity of its workforce of
Environmental Health Practitioners. The program implements preventative health
education and awareness, animal and pest management, biosecurity, inspectorial and
compliance services. This program is integral to Closing the Gap and to the safety and
wellbeing of Torres Strait Islander people.

The funding for the current annual service agreement with Queensland Health expires 30
June (as it did in 2016). Funding uncertainty means our Environmental Health Practitioners
remain on fixed term year by year employment contracts. This creates job insecurity and
hampers long-term operational and strategic planning for the region, including investment
in training and development of our staff.

The industry peak body, Environmental Health Australia, stated its support for the
continuance of funding and longer funding cycles for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Public Health Program in its letter to your office dated 5th December 2016.

Issues
The loss of our Public Health Program would lead to:


Unemployment



Injury (eg. dog attacks)



Increased disease risks in community



Loss of amenity (eg. restricted use of public space due to dog attack risks)



Loss of health promotion and information in communities



Loss of Local law enforcement

Funding intervals of no less than 5 years are needed to enable better planning, investment
in training and development, and job security for Torres Strait Islander people.
Council is presently in its budget deliberations for 17/18. We request confirmation of
funding renewal be made on or before 31 March 2017 if possible.
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