Biosecurity

It’s everyone’s business

Torres Strait and Northern Peninsula Area
Visiting the region

Visiting? You have a responsibility to help protect the many pristine environments of the region. Travellers can
unintentionally spread pests, weeds and diseases.

Biosecurity is the management of risks to the economy, the environment, and the community,
created by pests, weeds and diseases entering, emerging, establishing or spreading.

What you can do
Check before you travel

•• Travelling from the Torres Strait to mainland Australia
Don’t move fresh fruit and vegetables, plants, plant matter, animals and animal products from the outer islands
of the Torres Strait to the Thursday Island Group or the mainland, as these present a very high risk of spreading
pests and diseases. Some goods can only be moved subject to certain conditions, regardless of whether you fly
or travel by sea. Visit agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/australia/naqs/moving-goods-torres-strait to learn more,
and avoid risks of fines, confiscation of food and equipment.
•• Travelling to the Torres Strait and between islands
Enjoy spectacular scenery and pristine waters of the Torres Strait – but remember you could inadvertently
harm these environments and you also have an obligation by law to take all practical steps to avoid
moving something that could carry a pest, disease or contaminant (e.g. animals, plants, soil, equipment).
Visit daf.qld.gov.au/biosecurity/about-biosecurity/biosecurity-act-2014/information-and-resources-about-theact/overview-and-foundation-principles/general-biosecurity-obligation to learn more.
•• Travelling to Papua New Guinea
All travellers going to Papua New Guinea (PNG) should be aware that on arrival all goods are subject to customs
and quarantine control as specified by the PNG Government. Prior to traveling to PNG, visit the PNG Customs
website customs.gov.pg to learn more.

Buy from reputable suppliers

•• Check souvenirs with plant and animal material, especially items with feathers and seeds, as these can carry
disease organisms or plant pests.

Check your luggage

•• You can stop the spread of pests, weeds and disease by ensuring your clothing, vehicle and luggage, including
clothes and fishing equipment are free from any soil, and foreign plant or animal material before you travel.
•• Be aware of ‘hitchhikers’ – ants, toads, snails and other pests which can hide in your luggage or vehicle.

Report it

If you are not sure about what you need to do or if you see something unusual while in the Torres Strait or the
Northern Peninsula Area – Report it.
•• Report signs of disease or unusual behaviour in animals (like livestock, wildlife, birds) to the Emergency Animal
Disease Watch Hotline on 1800 675 888.
•• Report plant or honey bee pests and diseases or new weeds to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881.
•• Contact the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries on 13 25 23.
•• Contact your local biosecurity office at:
Waiben (Thursday Island) 07 42120185 | Bamaga 07 42417951 | Cairns 07 42417800

Biosecurity - it’s everyone’s business

