Biosecurity

It’s everyone’s business

Torres Strait and Northern Peninsula Area
Working in the region

Doing business in the region? You have a responsibility to help protect the many pristine environments of
the region. Businesses and contractors that are working in the region can unintentionally spread pests, weeds
and diseases.

Biosecurity is the management of risks to the economy, the environment, and the community,
created by pests, weeds and diseases entering, emerging, establishing or spreading.

Be alert

As a business owner or contractor, you have a direct role to play in managing biosecurity. Movement of goods and
vehicles for trade or construction is a common way to spread pests, weeds and diseases. You can do your bit to
safeguard the region by being aware of biosecurity risks while moving goods in and out of the region.

What you can do
Check before you travel

•• Moving goods from the Torres Strait to mainland Australia
Don’t move used machinery and equipment with animal, plant material or soil contamination, or live plants or
animals or products from the outer islands of the Torres Strait to the Thursday Island Group or the mainland,
as these present a very high risk of spreading pests and diseases. Some goods may only be moved subject to
certain conditions, regardless of whether they are moved by air or sea. Visit agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/
australia/naqs/moving-goods-torres-strait to learn more, avoid risks of fines or confiscation of equipment
or vehicles.
•• Moving goods to the Torres Strait and between islands
Enjoy spectacular scenery and pristine waters of the Torres Strait – but remember you could inadvertently
harm these environments and you also have an obligation by law to take all practical steps to avoid
moving something that could carry a pest, disease or contaminant (e.g. animals, plants, soil, equipment).
Visit daf.qld.gov.au/biosecurity/about-biosecurity/biosecurity-act-2014/information-and-resources-about-theact/overview-and-foundation-principles/general-biosecurity-obligation to learn more.
•• Moving goods to Papua New Guinea
All goods going to Papua New Guinea (PNG) are subject to customs and quarantine control as specified by the
PNG Government. Prior to moving goods to PNG, visit the PNG Customs website customs.gov.pg to learn more.

Buy from reputable suppliers

•• Purchase goods such as seed and soil from reputable and biosecurity conscious suppliers.
•• Inspect goods before purchase if possible to check for quality and unwanted pests or weeds.
•• Make it a requirement in your contracts with other businesses that goods must be supplied free of
biosecurity risk material.

Check your load for unwanted pests

•• Ensure your goods, packing materials and containers are free from biosecurity risks.
•• Check timber products for borers and other signs of insects or fungi.
•• Check for hitchhiker pets such as cane toads to help prevent the spread to other islands.

Clean your vessel/vehicle

•• Ensure your vessel or vehicle is not harbouring insects or breeding sites, clean cracks and crevices to
remove hitchhiker pests such as invasive ants or toads.

Keep your site clean

•• Look out for swarming insects, such as bees or mosquitoes.
•• Keep your business site clear of weeds and regularly check for invasive pests such as ants.
•• Ensure staff have access to hand sanitizer, gloves, masks, disposable over-boots and overalls where
appropriate to stop the spread of pests, weeds and diseases.
•• Developers must dispose of waste correctly and monitor their site post building for weeds.

Report it

If you are not sure about what you need to do or if you see something unusual while in the Torres Strait or the
Northern Peninsula Area – Report it.
•• Report signs of disease or unusual behaviour in animals (like livestock, wildlife, birds) to the Emergency Animal
Disease Watch Hotline on 1800 675 888.
•• Report plant or honey bee pests and diseases or new weeds to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881.
•• Contact the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries on 13 25 23.
•• Contact your local biosecurity office at:
Waiben (Thursday Island) 07 42120185 | Bamaga 07 42417951 | Cairns 07 42417800
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