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Recommendation:
That the Queensland government restore the $1.5 million annual
funding to Torres Strait Island Regional Council for water and
wastewater operations and maintenance.
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Background
Drinking water and sewerage infrastructure is essential to life. Without maintenance, it
fails.

We require remote monitoring and control for our wastewater assets.

This system

involves uses telemetry to relay information from our assets back to a computer screen so
that we can monitor and control operations from any Council office. It allows us to detect
issues with equipment and operations earlier, and is thus critical to minimising ongoing
maintenance costs and failure risks.

Table 1
Water Production

Cost per kilolitre

Without
depreciation
Typical
mainland
Council cost $/KL
TSIRC cost $/KL
$3.88

With depreciation

Wastewater Management
Without
depreciation

$2.50
$11.05

With
depreciation
$2.50

$1.97

$11.22

As can be seen from Table 1, TSIRC water and wastewater costs are in the order of
440% higher than typical costs.

Given our high cost base it is critical that TSIRC water and wastewater maintenance
occurs at the earliest possible time to minimise cost escalations and service disruption.

Across our region there are water and sewerage maintenance requirements on each
island essential to maintaining effective water supply and sewerage management. These
essential to life maintenance projects are all necessary and cannot all proceed without
further funding.

Key Issues
Up to 2012/13 the Queensland government met water operations infrastructure
maintenance costs with the Federal government on a 50/50 basis.

The annual $1.5 million dollar contribution by the Queensland government ceased at the
end of the 2012/13 financial year. Until then it had been provided through the Department
of Local Government and Planning under the agreement Torres Strait Island Regional
Council – Torres Strait Water and Wastewater Operations and Maintenance. The shortfall
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since 2012 in maintenance funding has contributed to a significant decline in condition and
compliance of water and sewer infrastructure in the Torres Strait.

The Torres Strait Regional Authority (TSRA) has informed Torres Strait Island Regional
Council (TSIRC) that as of 1/07/2017 they will cease funding TSIRC water operations and
maintenance (letter, April 2016).

In addition, during 2016/17 they have halved their

contribution to direct water operations and maintenance to $850,000.
We welcome the Queensland government’s recently announced Works for Queensland
funding which will contribute to the following repairs and upgrades:


Hammond Water Mains Replacement- $200,000



Iama STP (Sewerage Treatment Plants) Fence Repair- $50,000



Boigu STP Fence Repair- $40,000



Boigu Sewerage Operators Building Repair- $40,000



Kubin Lagoon Fence and Lagoon Liner Repair- $60,000



Ugar Electrical Maintenance Works for Water Assets- $50,000



Warraber Final Effluent Manifold Renewal and Improvement- $30,000



Mabuiag- Replace ruptured media filter vessel at Mabuiag- $20,000



St Pauls Well 1 and Kubin Twin Springs Refurbishment- $20,000



Supply and install 2 new pumps for Well 1 at Badu- $40,000



Repair the damage guttering at the Erub WTP- $30,000



Mer STP Maintenance Works- $180,000



Iama STP Maintenance Works- $180,000



Replacement of Enviroflow Plant Blowers- $135,000

This funding is an example of the positive working partnership forged between TSIRC and
the Queensland Government and will improve infrastructure throughout the Torres Strait.
Major flexible funding opportunities such as Works for Queensland that allow Councils to
identify key projects need to be ongoing.
It is vital that State and Federal funding aligns with Council’s priorities and local knowledge
about providing fit for purpose, sustainable infrastructure and value for money in our
region. Renewal and replacement of existing infrastructure is our priority.
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